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sanctuary of Tentyra,, the colossal statues and
sphinxes, the tombs and temples of Thebes, and
the less<known, but still more beautiful and sur*
prising monuments of Xubia, with the gigantic
grottoes of Girshe, Meshgarah, and Ipsamboul,
so eclipse in splendour and in size the poor re-
mains which are found around this far-famed
capital of Judea, that, on comparing them toge-
ther, one cannot help applying to the latter the
terms of " paltry " and " insignificant/' All
these ideas of beauty and of greatness, are, how-
ever, quite relative: what would be thought
" superb " and " magnificent" in one age and
country, would be scarcely esteemed in another;
and what would be beheld with wonder by one
person, a second would regard with indiffer-
ence.
On quitting these sepulchres of the kings, we
continued to approach the city in a southerly
direction, and after nearly half an hour's, w^lk,
came to in enclosure at the foot of a large quarry,
in which is shown a grotto and a recess in the
rock, said to have been the bed of the prophet
Jeremiah. Within the same enclosure, there is
a spot thought to be that on which Jie wrote his
Lamentations over the Holy City* This place
is in possession of the Turks, who hold it in ex-
treme veneration j but, as it was shut up, we
could only look down into it from above.